GLASTONBURY

Glastonbury 'For, crowned by the tower of St. Michael's
Chapel, rises like an island from the marshy plains which
surround It. When these plains were covered by water, as in
the days of the Lake dwellers of Mearc and Godney, this hill
was called by the men of the west the Isle of Avalon, To this
place, in the early days of Christianity, came missionaries who
built a little church of wattles on land given them by a British
chieftain. According to one legend it was the Apostle Philip
himself who was the founder of the Church. A later cycle of
legends associates the place with St. Joseph of Arimathea, who,
it is said, came to Britain bringing with him the Holy Grail
Landing at Wirral (Weary-all) Hill, St. Joseph stuck his staff
into the ground, where it took root and became the Holy
Thorn of Glastonbury, which blossomed each Christmas
until it was cut clown by a zealous Puritan in the seventeenth
century*

The legends of Glastonbury grew with the centuries. We
read of St. Patrick, a native of Somerset, returning after the
conversion of the Irish to succeed St Joseph as Abbot of
Glastonbury ; of St. Collen, who fought the Prince of Dark-
ness on the top of Tor Hill and founded there a chapel to St,
Michael; of St. Bridget, who came and lived on a neighbour-
ing island called Little Ireland ; of St* David, who added to
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